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SUBJ: lOURNALISM UNDER FIRE 

1. SUMMARY: SEEMINGLY AS PART OE GENERAL CAMPAIGN UNLEASHED IN 
RECENT WEEKS AGAINST ALL FORMS OF OPPOSITION, THE LEAGUE OF 
COMMUNISTS HAS CALLED ON THE PARTY ORGANIZATION OE ONE 
YUGOSLAV PERIODICAL TO FIRE MEMBERS OF ITS EDITORIAL STATE RE- 
SPONSIBLE FOR ALLEGED JOURNALISTIC SINS, AND ON OTHER POPULAR 
JOURNALS TO PURGE THEMSELVES OF EDITORIAL POLICIES WHICH DO NOT 
CONFORM TO THE PARTY LINE. THE JOURNALISTS WHICH SO FAR 

HAVE COME UNDER ATTACK ARE THE HUMOR MAGAZINE "JEZ", 

"DUGA", 'TLLUSTOVANA POLITIKA" AND "AS", BUT WARNINGS 
HAVE BEEN ISSUED THAT OTHER PUBLICATIONS MAY COME UNDER 
FIRE IN WHAT COULD BECOME A GENERAL CENSORSHIP CAMPAIGN. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. AT NOV 7 MEETING OF CITY COMMITTEE OE LC 
BELGRADE AND PARTY ORGANIZATION OF JEZ DEMANDS WERE 
MADE THAT SEVERAL OF MAGAZINE'S WRITERS BE FIRED, 

INCLUDING CHIEF EDITOR WHO WAS SINGLED OUT AS NOT BEING 
PARTY MEMBER. NOV 10 ISSUE OF PARTY ORGAN 

KOMUNIST ALSO SAID MEETING CALLED FOR PURGE OE UNACCEPT- 
ABLE ATTITUDES OF MAGAZINE'S EDITORIAL STAEF AND SOUNDED 
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OTHER NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES SHOULD ALSO ANALYZE 
THEIR EDITORIAL POLICY BECAUSE OE SERIOUS IDEOLOGICAL 
AND POLITICAL FAILINGS WHICH HAVE APPEARED IN RECENT 
DAYS." AS AN EXAMPLE, THE INDISCRIMINATE REPRINTING 
OF FOREIGN ARTICLES CONTAINING PETIT BOURGEOIS ATTITUDES 
WAS CITED. ARTICLES ALSO APPEARED WHICH WERE DESCRIBED 
AS ONLY PARTIALLY DISGUISED EORMS OF DOGMATIC, 

LIBER ALLSTIC OR NATIONALISTIC IDEAS. 

3. THE ATTACK ON "JEZ" WAS TRIGGERED BY AN ARTICLE 
IN OCT 31 ISSUE TITLED "JOURNALISTIC THEMES", 

WHICH LA., INSINUATED THAT YUGOSLAVS HAVE FORGOTTEN 
NAZI MASSACRE OF SCHOOLCHILDREN AT KRAGUJEVAC IN 
OCT 1941. AUTHOR, SUPPOSEDLY CHARGED WITH 
ASSIGNMENT TO WRITE ABOUT ATROCITY, WAS ASKED IF HE 
KNEW WHAT AND WHERE KRAGUJEVAC IS, AND REPLIED THAT 
IT IS A WELL-KNOWN KAFANA IN DOWNTOWN BELGRADE. 
WEEKLY NEWS MAGAZINE "NIN" LAST WEEK ACCUSED AUTHOR 
OF TRYING TO LAUNCH AN ANTI-PARTY LINE. KOMUNIST 
HEADLINED ITS DENUNCIATION "MORAL AND POLITICAL 
DIVERSION" AND BELGRADE DAILY "POLITIKA" TOOK JEZ TO 
TASK IN NOV 8 ISSUE UNDER HEADLINE "THE PUBLIC 
WORD AND RESPONSIBILITY". 

4. HERE AS ELSEWHERE IN POLITICAL SYSTEMS WITHOUT AN 
OPPORTUNITY FOR OPPOSITION EXPRESSION, HUMOR PROVIDES 
AN OUTLET FOR POLITICAL FRUSTRATION AND DISSATISFACTION 
IN YUGOSLAVIA. JEZ, LIKE OTHER HUMOR JOURNALS IN 
SIMILAR CIRCUMSTANCES, IS OCCASIONALLY TEMPTED TO FLIRT 
WITH THE FORBIDDEN. THIS HAS BEEN THE CASE SINCE THE 
TENTH PARTY CONGRESS IN MAY 1974, WHICH WAS SUPPOSED 
TO SIGNAL THE END OF STRICTER PRESS CENSORSHIP DURING 
THE 1972-74 PARTY REFORMS, WHEN JEZ'S HUMOR WAS A BLAND 
DIET OF BAD JOKES ON SAFE, NON-POLITICAL SUBJECTS LIKE 
SEX. AETER THE CONGRESS, JEZ GRADUALLY REINTRO- 
DUCED AND SPICED UP ITS POLITICAL CONTENT, REACHING 

A GIDDY AND DANGEROUS HEIGHT RIGHT AFTER PRESIDENT 
NIXON'S RESIGNATION WITH AN OPEN LETTER TO AMERICANS 
SATIRIZING ON THE EXCESSES OF PRESIDENTS WHICH WAS 
OBVIOUSLY DIRECTED AT TITO. 
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5. EDITOR OF WEEKLY "DUGA" TOLD PAO SEVERAL DAYS AGO 
THAT ILLUSTROVANA POLITIKA, DUGA, JEZ AND AS ARE 
CURRENTLY UNDER ATTACK FOR A VARIETY OF SINS, MOSTLY 
CENTERING AROUND USE OF TOO MUCH IRONY IN COMMENTING 
ON YUGOSLAV INTERNAL EVENTS. HE SAID THAT SPECIFICALLY, 
JEZ IS IN TROUBLE EOR AN INDIRECT BUT SARCASTIC ATTACK 
ON EDVARD KARDELJ. EDITOR STATED THAT HIS OWN 
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PERIODICAL HAD COME UNDER WRITTEN AND VERBAL ATTACK 
(PRESUMABLY EROM READERSHIP) FOR TOO MUCH COVERAGE OE 
AMERICAN SUBJECTS AND NEGLECT OE NEWS ABOUT WARSAW PACT 
COUNTRIES. HE HAS BEEN PERSONALLY ACCUSED OF HAVING 
ASSOCIATION WITH CIA AND FOR BEING TOO COZY WITH US 
EMBASSY. 

6. DUGA EDITOR SAID SERBIAN LC CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
WOULD MEET THIS WEEK TO DISCUSS EDITORIAL POLICIES 

OF THE FOUR PUBLICATIONS. PRESS REPORTS OF THE MEETING, 

WHICH TOOK PLACE NOV 13, DID NOT MENTION ANY 
PUBLICATIONS BY NAME BUT REPORTED ON GENERAL DISCUSSION 
OF IDEOLOGICAL AND POLITICAL QUESTION RELATED TO ACTIVI- 
TIES OF POPULAR PRESS. ACCORDING TO POLITIKA'S ACCOUNT, 
MEETING OMINOUSLY CONCLUDED THAT "POSITIVE CHANGES 
HAVE BEEN MADE IN THE POPULAR PRESS BUT ITS OVERALL 
CONDITION IS NOT YET SATISFACTORY". 

7. COMMENT: IT IS TOO EARLY TO BE SURE IE A GENERAL 
TIGHTENING UP OF PRESS CENSORSHIP IS UNDERWAY OF IR, 

FOR TIME BEING, PARTY INTENDS ONLY TO CRACK DOWN SELECTIVELY 
ON SOME OF MORE SENSATIONAL, MASS-APPEAL JOURNALS AND 
LET THAT SERVE AS WARNING TO OTHERS. LCY HAS FOR LONG 
TIME PREACHED JOURNALISTIC RESPONSIBILITY, A EUPHEMISM 
FOR ADHERENCE TO PARTY LINE, BUT HAS NOT UNTIL NOW 
TAKEN CONCRETE STEPS TO BRING ERRANT PUBLICATIONS INTO 
LINE. HOWEVER, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SECRETARY DOLANC'S 
STERN WARNING TO RECENT WRITERS' CONGRESS ABOUT SOCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF WRITERS MAY HAVE BEEN SIGNAL OF 
STRICTER CONTROL OE PRESS WHICH IS NOW BECOMING EVIDENT. 
SILBERMAN 
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